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~ The MAILING DATE f this communication appears on the cover sheet with the c rrespondence address - 
Period for R ply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may tje available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) lulONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E Responsive to comrtiunication{s) filed on Amendment filed 12/04/03 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2h)\Zl This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

4) ^ Ciaim(s) 1-7.15-21 and 27-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-7, 15-21 and 27-37 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8)\Z\ Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

- - 9)[~| The specification is objected to by the Examiner. - - - - . ; 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
11 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's Annendment filed 12/04/03 has been entered and carefully 
considered. Claims 1, 15, 28 and 34 have been amended. However, 
limitations of amended claims have not been found to be patentable over 
prior art of record and newly discovered prior art, therefore, claims 1-7, 
15-21 and 27-37 are rejected under the new ground of rejection as set 
forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 15-17 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Morris et al [US. 6,097,389] in view of Terao 

[US. 6,604,165]. 

As to claims 1,15 and 28, Morris et al. discloses means for displaying 
the plurality of media objects in reduced visual representations in at least 
one track (figure 12C, column 5, lines 27-55 and column 14, lines12-23) 
and means for navigating among the reduced visual representations 
(column 6, lines 37-49 and column 13, lines 27-37). The difference 
between Morris et al. and the claim Is means for accepting a cartridge 
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having a slot for receiving a removable a memory device to store a 
plurality of media objects. While Morris shows plurality of media objects, 
Terao teaches the cartridge having a slot for receiving a removable 
memory device at column 1 , lines 30-38 "comprising a cartridge access 
station (CAS) 5, accessor (ACC) 6, and a plurality of cells (CELLs) 7. 
CAS 5 is a special cell for importing/exporting a recording medium to the 
library device and ....ACC 6 is a robot for transporting the recording 
medium within the library device, and the cells 7 are slots for storing 
recording media". It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, having the teachings of Morris et al. and Terao before them at 
the time the invention was made to modify the memory storing a plurality 
of media objects as taught by Morris et al. to include a cartridge having a 
slot for a memory device of Terao in order to disclose "the cartridge 
having a slot for a niembry device to store a plurality of med^^^^ 
with the motivation being for users to easily carry removable memory 
and be able to transfer the media object from the memory device to the 
cartridge as taught by Terao. 

As to claims 2, 3, 16 and 17, while Morris et al. also discloses the 
plurality of media objects stored in the memory device (column 4, lines 
55-65), Terao shows the method of the memory device being transferred 
to the cartridge and being inserted into the slot and the memory device 
being a flash memory card (column 7, lines 50-65). 
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As to claim 27, Morris et al. demonstrates displaying the plurality of 
media objects on a television screen (column 4, lines 12-25). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-7, 18-21 and 29-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Morris et al. [US. 6,097,389] in view of Terao 
and further in view of Jain et al. [US. 6,567,980]. 
As to claims 4 and 18, the difference between Morris et a!., Terao and 
the claim is multiple tracks (third track) containing objects and stories. 
Jain etlal. shows the feature at figure 17 while Morris et al. teaches 
imported objects and authored stories. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Morris et al., Terao 
and Jain before them at the time the invention was made to modify the 
memory storing the first and second track of media objects as taught by 
Morris et al. and Terao to include the third track containing media 
objects, with the motivation being to display multiple digital image objects 
allowing the user to efficiently navigate through these objects in the 
storage as taught by Jain. 
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As to claim 5, while Terao shows means for accepting a cartridge having 
a slot for receiving a removable memory device, Morris et al. teaches the 
imported objects being provided from the memory device and comprise 
the imported stories (column 8, lines 38-55). 

As to claims 6, 19, 20 and 30, while Jain et al. shows a third track, Morris 
et al. demonstrates means for selecting the media object from the first 
track and/or from the second track (column 2, lines 12-25 and column 5, 
lines 25-55); means for adding a representation of the selected media 
object (column 6, lines 25-48); and means for moving one of the 
authored stores to enable the user to edit the authored story (column 13, 
lines 15-60). 

As to claims 7 and 21 , Jain demonstrates means for selecting 
background music from a plurality of pre-recorded background music 
songs and means for associating the selected background music with 
the authored story (column 9, line 58 through column 10, line 8). 
As to claims 33 and 35, while Terao shows means for accepting a 
cartridge having a slot for receiving a removable memory device, Morris 
et al. also discloses the memory device being a flash memory card 
(column 4, lines 40-67 and column 6, lines 15-38). 
As to claim 29, while Jain shows the third track, Morris teaches the first 
and second track (figure 17). 

As to claims 31 and 36, Morris et al. demonstrates the controller controls 
play of a plurality of authored stories, each authored story comprising the 
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plurality of media objects, wherein the authored story generated by the 
user using the controller to group related media objects (column 10, line 
57 through column 1 1 , line 45). 

As to claims 32 and 37, while Morris et al. discloses the authored stories 
in the second track, Jain teaches the authored story in the third track 
being under construction (column 14, lines 28-67). 
As to claim 34, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 1 and 8. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 8-14 and 22-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

These claims would be allowable because the prior arts fail to teach or ^ 
suggest "means for selecting comprise a game controller having a 
joystick and a plurality of control buttons". 



Response to Arguments 

Regarding claims 4-7 and 18-21 , Applicant argues the references do 
not teach "means for selecting background music from a plurality of pre- 
recorded background music songs and means for associating the 
selected background music with the authored story". However, Jain's 
system discloses arranging tracks of media information and that is 
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enough for combination with the Morris's system. Applicant's attention is 
directed to column 9, line 59 of Jain "The analog audio signal is captured 
and digitized by audio digitization device, which may be any standard 
audio digitization device, such as a Sound Blaster audio card for a 
PC"... The normalized digital audio signal is then fed into an Audio Class 
Profiler which classifies the signal into one of several possible 
categories, such as "speed", "music", "silence", "applause", etc..'". While 
Morris shows the stories being authored, Jain teaches the background 
music could be added to it. It is suggested by mixing tracks to make 
composite representation of the Jain's system. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS 
MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the ~ 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the 
event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this 
final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the 
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statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

Conclusion 

Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231. If applicant desires fax a 
response, (703) 872-9306 for all kind of communications. NOTE, A 
Request for Continuation (Rule 60 or 62) cannot be faxed. 

Please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for information facsimile 
communications. For after final responses, please label "AFTER FINAL" 
or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the document. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
commuhicatiohs from the examirTer should be directed to Mylinh Tran ' 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-1304. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8.00AM to 6.30PM 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 
308-0640, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 

KRISTINE KINCAID 

suPiRVisoRY mm\ examiner 

TECHMOLOGY CENTER 2100 



